
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGIONS

230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST.
CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60604

REPLY TO ATTENTION OF:

SEP 2 7 iggn 5HS-12/EERB' wO(J

RETURN RECEIPT RBOUESTED

RE: Waukegan Tar Pits

Dear Sir or Madam:

On September 19, 1990, the following statement was made to you over the
telephone by On-Scene-Coordinator Maureen O'Mara and Assistant Regional
Counsel Sean Mulroney/Sandra Otaka:

'"Hie United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) intends to
expend public funds to take action to abate a release or threatened
release of hazardous substances, pollutants and contaminants, into the
environment at the Waukegan Tar Pits Site in Waukegan, Illinois. This
action is authorized by the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
Section 9601 ei seq. Under CERCLA, and other laws, responsible parties
may be liable for money expended by the government to take necessary
corrective action at the site, including investigation, planning, cleanup
and enforcement. Potentially responsible parties ("PRP's") include the
current owner and/or operator of the site, the past owner and/or
operator, and persons who generated or were involved in transport,
treatment, or disposal of hazardous substances at the site.

Contaminants, including volatile organics have been found on the site.
This supports U.S. EPA's determination that the site may present an
imminent and substantial endangerment to the public health or welfare or
to the environment. Before the government undertakes the necessary
response action at the site, PRP's are being offered the opportunity to
voluntarily perform the required work to abate any releases of hazardous
substances, pollutants or contaminants from the site. If private party
cleanup is not forthcoming and public funds are expended, PRP's may be
liable for the costs incurred by the government. U.S. EPA plans to
engage in the following activities:
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1) Erect a fence and barrier to restrict access by birds and
other wildlife to the pit.

These actions are designed to protect the public health from a release or
threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants. An
administrative record which supports this determination can be made available
for your review. Under Section 107 of CERCLA, PRP's may be held responsible
for all or part of the costs incurred by the U.S. EPA in undertaking this
work and other necessary response or remedial work. PRP's have the option,
should they decide to exercise it, of initiating these activities if this can
be accomplished in a timely manner. Due to the nature of this endangerment,
inmediate action will be required. U.S. EPA shall, at the direction of its
Qn-Scene-Coordinator, begin at 0900 hours (9:00 A.M.) on September 20, 1990
to abate the endangerment posed by the sites. Therefore, a PRP must notify
U.S. EEA by 1630 hours (4:30 P.M.) or U.S. EPA will begin to take the
necessary action at the site in lieu of private party action. Please contact
Sean Mulroney/Sandra Otaka, U.S. EPA, Office of Regional Counsel, 230 S.
Dearborn St., Chicago, Illinois 60604, phone (312) 886-7150/886-7151, to
provide notice or if you have any questions. Do you understand? Do you have
any questions?"

This letter confirms the above oral notice and reiterates the
responsibilities and your client's rights under CERCLA. Pursuant to Section
104 of CERCLA, U.S. EPA is authorized to undertake response actions deemed
necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment. U.S. EPA
is also authorized to allow PRP's an opportunity to participate in such
response actions.

U.S. EPA has determined that your company may be a PRP for the release or
threatened release of hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants from
the site. As a PRP, your client may be liable for the emergency response
costs incurred by the government in taking corrective
action at the site. U.S. EPA is affording you an opportunity to participate
in the response action being conducted by U.S. EPA. If you have any
questions concerning this matter, please contact:
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Sean Mulroney//Sandra Otaka
Office of Regional Counsel
U.S. EFA
230 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-7150/886-7151

or Maureen O'Mara
Response Section II
U.S. EFA
230 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-1960

Sincerely,

Robert J. Bowden, Chief
Emergency & Enforcement Response Branch



Potentially Responsible Parties Given Verbal Notification

North. Shore Sanitary District
Attn: Murray Conzelman
P.O Box 750
Gurnee, Illinois 60031
(708) 623-6060

North Shore Gas Company
c/o Balboyd & Lloyd
Attn: Russ Stelman
3 First National Plaza
Suite 2600
Chicago, Illinois 60602
(312) 372-1121

Elgia, Joliet & Eastern Railroad
c/o Rooks, Pitts & Poust
Attn: Jerry Car/Mike Sexton
55 West MDnroe
Suite 1500
Chicago, Illinois 60603
(312) 372-5600


